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ABSTRACT 

This document, which is based on information gathered during 
a 1998 study of how study circle programs contribute to community problem 
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sections on the following themes: (1) creating a broad-based, diverse 

organizing culture; (2) recruiting, training, and supporting a diverse group 
of facilitators; (3) recruiting participants who reflect the community's 
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Note: These materials may be reproduced as part of efforts to learn about or organize community-wide study circles. Please 
include this acknowledgment: “Excerpted from mat Works: Study Circles in the Real World , published in 2003 for the 
Topsfield Foundation, Inc., and based on research by Roberts & Kay, Inc., Lexington, Kentucky." 
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read full profiles about the programs in 
each of these learning sites. 
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North Carolina; Lima, Ohio; 
Syracuse, New York. 




Who Makes Up the Coalition Why Diversity in the Coalition Matters 
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♦ 



♦ Appointed Governmental Bodies 

The Race Relations Task Force in Springfield, Illinois, guides and 
responds to study circles there. In Fayetteville, North Carolina, the 
Human Relations Commission constitutes part of the organizational 
structure for study circles. 
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Strength: Faith communities or nonprofits provide access to likely 
volunteers and study circle participants and may also have a history 
of collaborating on other ventures. 

Weakness: Access to and partnering with private sector leaders, along 
with finding funding for a study circle effort, may be more difficult. 



Pilot Rounds: 

Key to Building Diverse, Using The Coalition to 
Strong Coalitions Prevent Organizer “Burnout 1 
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II. Recruiting, Training, and Supporting a Diverse Group of Facilitators 
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Develop Supportive Activities for Facilitators 
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some sort of rehearsal. The issue of all of these. You have to let the group 

race in our society is complex, it’s full dynamics happen, and have faith that in 

of conflict, it’s stressful for individuals. working with the group, they’ll reach 

meaningful outcomes. 
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0 Between each study circle session in Alread, Arkansas, facilitators 
combined and organized each group’s results and mailed packets 
to every participant as a starting point for the upcoming session. 
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powerfully in considering issues 
and developing civic skills than 
would simple participation. 

0 Some programs pair young people 
and adults to facilitate study circles. 
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happens in living rooms. The magic 
newspapers bring is reporting on them. 
We give voice to those conversations. 




g 
* 5 n 

Sm 

O 

CD 

O 



s 

CD 

Q 



CD 

'c 

G 

Oft 



G 

> 

D 

O 


CO 

4—> 

G 

G 

CL 


-o' 

G 

4— > 

CO 


CO 

Ul 


G 

JG 


2 

CD 

J— 

o 


2r* 

Jg 

*E 


CO 

t— 

D 

.£2 

*G 

G 

on 

Lx 


O 

4— > 

CO 


E 

o 

o 

l— 

D 


G 

-G 

CL 

G 


J 

CD 

D 




‘p 


D 


D 


4—1 1 


TO 


TO 






O 


CL 


S3 

2 


*03 

t— 

G 


CO 

5— . 

D 


G 


O 

co 


G 

CO 


G 

JG 


o 

G 


G 

a. 


TO 

G 


i— 

on 

G 


CO 

5— 

D 


Sm 

2 


CL 

4—> 


.& 

TO 


G 

on 

bM 


g 


D 

-G 


D 

g 


D 

_C 


p 

*-G 


G 

O 


CO 

G 


CL 

i— 


JG 

4—> 

TO 

D 

CO 

G 


CD 

G 

t— 

4—> 

G 

O 


E 

L- 

£ 

2 


o 

CO 

CL 

G 

o 


S3 

2 

D 

JG 

4—> 


4— > 

JG 

4—> 

to 


4— > 

J= 

.2 

’f 


E— 

TO 

D 

G 

on 


i— 

G 

CL 

D 

JO 

4—1 


t— 

G 

JaS 

O 

_0 


D 

5— 

D 

JO 

4—1 


D 

JO 

4—1 

D 

G 


>-» 

D 

G 

p - 

*G 


>7» 

G 

O 

4—> 

o 


o 

CO 

G 

4-4 

G 


5_ 

on 

D 

CD 

?— 


TO 

D 

on 

n 

G 

t— 

t— 


CO 

D 

CL 

O 

D 


o 

CL 

G 

O 

t— 


2 

CO 

G 

G 

D 

D 


"cd 

TO 

D 

2 


CL 

G 

TO 

G 

G 

4— > 


D 

D 

CO 

o 


JO 

o 

G 

2 


G 


G 


JO 


*CD 


G 


CL 


on 


JO 


G 


CO 




2 



c 

‘o 



o 

co 



G 

G 



c 

CD 

CO 

CD 

I— 

cl 

CD 



o- 

o 

on 

Id 



CD 

‘E 

g 

on 

s— 

O 

DsT 

u 

£ 



co 

CD 



<D 

CO 



O 

JaS 

CD 

2 

D 



D 

G -G 

4— > -4—1 

t— •£-> 

g ^ 

2 “ -o 

TO CD 

s §- 

2 o 

G O 
G 4— > 
CD co 
o 2 

•■e -a 

id D 
Q *— 

ZT X) 



CO 

G 

CD 

cd 

CO 

o 



1- o 

D J-J 
D D 
TO 

P I? 



CO 

on 

# c 

D 

D 

E 



cd 

JO 

i 

TO 

O 

O 

JO 

i— . 

O 

JO 



G 

cd 

CO 

D 

CD 

s— 

o 



D 

CD 



CL £ 

3 . P 

G -E 

,2P S 

CO I- 

O 

O 



TO 

.a 3 2 

<u -g 
G .S 



G 

O 



co 

G 
Cd 
. 9 - 2 
2 TO 
X 3 TO 
cd 

G 



G 

CL 



G *=• 

.2 2 

S H> 

o CU 

~ s 

2 S 
= j§ 

d ~r 

D O 



D E 

.■G D 
G JO 

S— 4 — > 

O {m 

D Q 



D 

TO 

2 

D 

TO 



G 

O 

.CO 



D 

£ J£ 
o -G 
£3 



ja: 

D 

D 

£ 

D 

E 

G 



TO 

G 

D 



O 

G 



O 

CD 



O 

JaS 

CD 

13 



CO 
u. 

D 

2 to 
S O 
*— o 

O JO 



on _ 

G O 



^ CD 
co co 
on o 

G DO 



O 

jo 

cd 

t— 

G 

D 



D 

CD 

G 

G 

JG 

CD 

G 



G 



CO .... G 
D P D 
> , 2 ; *— 
d on jo 



o 

co -E 

D D 
G G 

on o 

-9 TO 
G 



D 

TO 

.■S' 

‘c 

G 

E 

E 

o 

CJ> 



D 

D 

G 

TO 

G 

O 

CD 



D 

G 

G 

on 



o 

E 



CO 

-9 

CD 

!— 

2 

D 



on cl 

0 O 

2 £ 
CG CL 
^ LO 
D 

Q. 

1 § 
s? s 



CO 

on 

.E 

*-E3 

D 

D 

E 

D 

CO 

D 



G 

D 




E 

G 

on 

o 



G 

o 



c 

D 



D 

£ 

on 



iS 

o 

CO 

D 

G 

G 



o 

G 



G 

O 

TO 

G 

£ 

t— 

O 

!e 

TO 

G 

G 

CO 

G 

gJ 

D 



O 

’cd* 

E 

G 

CO 

t— 

O 

co 

G 

O 

CL 

CO 



■g- 8 * 

dss; 

CD 

TO 



D 

JG 



on 

.E 

TO 

D 

D 

E 



p 

-O 

2 

2- 

CD 

IS 

G 

CL 

cS 

JO 

JS 

o 

G 



_D 

CL 

o 

D 

CL 



on 

G 



CD 
TO TO 



CD 

G 



CO 



•JO TO 
co D 

.E jo 

CD .HP 
JO 

G .HP 

CL JG 



.G TO 
- CD 
CO CD 

2 D 
TO . JL 
G 

<D D 
— CL 

>> x 

2 D 
G 



TO 

G 



O 

ERIC 



CO 

S' 5 

O 



.0 

2 

2 

D 

4—> 

G 

D 



O 

Dai 

CD 

2 



"O 

c 

G 
C 

.2 
*Gj 
G 
D 

4—1 

G 

J? 

IS 3 
2 
D 

L. 

CD 



TO 




o 


D 








O 

O 

o 


TO 


JO 

G 

D 


TO 

G 

G 

CO 


G 

D 

i— 


D 

E 

•jo 




CO 

E 


G 


CL 


s— 


G 






O 

i— 


O 

D 


D 

CL 


CO 

D 


o 

4— » 




G 


JO 


CL 


2- 




c 




j— 

on 


4—1 

D 


E 


D 


s 


D 




o 


G 


j— 


JO 


o 


E 




S— ( 

CL 

D 

CD 


Li 

4— > 

G 

CO 


2 

.E 

cf 


TO 

G 

G 

CO 


G 

4—1 

CO 


4—» 

CO 

D 




o 


C 

D 


.2 


2 


4—> 

G 


2 




TO 

3 


D 


*-G 

G 

CL 


CD 

L- 

*D 


JO 

4— » 
2 


2 


2 


CO 

J— 

£ 


1 

D 

2 


‘p 

Sm 

G 

CL 


TO 

G 

4— » 

CO 


CL 

o 

D 

CL 


JO 

4— > 
1— 

1 


D 

TO 

G 

G 




.9 



0 ? 

-Q 

<L> 



a s -5 s 

-T* 3 •!— ! CCS 



l 

c3 

s 

e 

.2 

*-+3 

cd 

o 

-2 
cd 
■*— » 
o 

-2 

05 

C/3 

O 



a> 

CL 

X 

05 



^ QJ 



03 

! Q C 

3 c2 .3p 

jS r- co 

sa .2 a> 

10 CO "O 

op O 52 

•_a cu 

S -I 
j2 § 
T3 SP 

C O 



C/3 

c 

.2 

*4—> 

s 

O 



w 

G 

03 

O 

o3 



03 

O 



a 1 

i .1 

*0 CJ 

I 



S 

*D 

c 

a; 



03 

-a 



« - ® = 
<*! «3 bu E 



05 

c 

g 

C/3 

05 

4—* 

*co 

05 

k_ 

O 



.2 

’C 

03 

k-. 

jg 

co 

O 

O 



03 



03 

CL 

-a 

c 

=3 

o 

k-i 

T3 

G 

o 

o 

05 



CL 

05 

05 

-X 



eo 

I 

05 

03 

.2 

•S 



-a 

o 

O C/3 

**"!» G 
G 05 

o -a 



a s 

C/3 j_, 



G 

03 



03 



03 

03 



# 5 ^ 



o 



~0 

05 

k_ 

03 

03 

k- i 
4— » 

X 

05 

"O 

G 

03 



05 

e 

O 

C/3 

.2 

G 

O 

"2 

CL 



03 

CL 



O 

o 

_Q 

-a 

05 

- 2 - 

05 



C/3 
05 

8 

I 

■S 

T3 
O 
O 

too 
•g e 



CO 

05 



2 

2 

o 

03 



O 



.2 

‘2 

2 

o 



03 

.2 

o 

v- 

<3 



-2 

1 

4— » 

05 

Ou 



o 

. - -a 

03 03 

k-, k-, 

<5 o 
§ o 

-2 o 

03 

Q S5 

& -g 

§ CL 
O °° 
o o 

2 G 



-a 

05 

G 

3 

G 

•2 

2 



03 

tu 

G 

05 

on 



G 03 
03 O 

-o 2 

05 

TC 

a « 

i I 

S .s 



C/3 

<3 



O 

O 



03 



03 

.a _ 

G ■*-* 
G co 
on 4 — » 

k- C/3 
O — 



.£• | 
CO 2 

I §> 

k-, 

^=3 CL 
"O 

•S <13 

§ -B- 

i ® 

e 
© 

© 

J £ 

■3 a; 

■S ^ 

« O 

§ J 



co 

4— » 

CO 



o 

03 

CL 

CO 



03 

on 



03 

G 

03 



G 

G 



G 

O 



CL 

O 

CL 



"o 

S 

^3 

§ 

.1 



-I 

C3 

s 

£ 

i 



C3 

I ^ 

•9- « 

Co •*<» 
*§ © 
s. *% 

“S - 

s 

.© 



© 

co 

.§ 

§ 

© 



I 

I 

I 



C3Q 

B 

^ ks 

j§ i 

i- §5 

■§ l 

B -fi 

§ S 

8 4: 




c/f 

O 

.2 


-a 

G 


03 

05 

G 

T3 

G 

O 


2T 

.2 

’2 

G 


co'' 

.2 


k_ 

03 

4—1 

05 
>— > 

e- 


2 

o 

k_ 

CO 




G 


03 


Cl 

go 


a 


03 

4— * 


s— ■ 
05 


g" 

j— , 

o 


G 

05 


cd 

c 


.2 

CO 


G 


G 

G 

G 


X5 

2 

05 


>—* 

G 


t3 

03> 


o 


03 


05 


-a 


2 


< 


G 


LG 


05 


-G 


05 


05 


G 

CO 

Vh 


C 

O 

o 


<3 

-a 


o 

-a* 


.2 

CO 


CO 

G 

eg 


05 

i-. 

*o 


05 

G 

G 

on 

u* 


TD 

s— 

O 

k. 

cd 


0 

1 

^05 

on 


G 

to 

05 

2 


03 

.a 

G 

G 

on 


o 

CO 

05 

G 

G 


_G 

CO 

k_ 


o 


nc 


G 


o 

CO 


k< 

O 


is 


O 



& 

G 

G 

2 

2 

o 

03 

on 

G 

O 

2 

nc 

03 






G 


03 

03 

G 

G 


• ~ _l 


TD 


03 


C 


G 


05 


CL 




’o 


G 




03 


j— 

G 


<2 


CL 




CO 

k_ 


03 

CL 


O 

s 


-a 

G 

-G 


-2 


CO 


03 


03 


. G 


03 


Uh 




03 


*05 


03 

4—1 

G 

G 


G 


O 


CO 


> 


03 


03 


2 


k- 

03 


o 

-CO 


£ 


on 

.2 


t£ 


*2 


o 


'2 


>- 


k_ 

4—> 




< 4 — , 


03 


o 




CO 


05*' 


k_ 

G 


CO 


O 


G 


jC 


& 


LO 




o 


oo 




c 


cvi 



d 

03 

pC 




a 

.2 

*d3 

03 

Cd 

a 

o 

ton 

a 



3 

o 

c£ 



o 



05 




-G 






CO 


03 


CO 


on 


03 

03 

O 


12 


k_ 


G 

o 


CL 

on 




G 


CO 

05 


’2 

G 

G 


05 

k_ 


CL 


*03 


03 




’on 

03 


G 

CO 


4—1 

2 


k-, 


CO 


'2 

-G 


G 

G 




k_ 


G 


o 


-G 


CL 




2 


05 


CO 


G 

-X 




g' 


ID 


’on 


03 


k_ 


-G 


o 




05 


C 


O 






03 


k_T 


4— * 


G 


G 




CL 


S 


;d 


03 


*C3 


Q 


u 

G 


.2 


CL 


03 


3 


CL 


S' 


O 

03 


Du 


G 



G 

G 

CL 

;c 

"-G 

L< 

G 

CL 

-a 

05 

1 

CO 



05 

03 

G 

e 

03 

s 

"3 

cd 



0 
‘43 
C 

1 

"2 

G 

o 

£ 

Qm 

O 



G 

G 

on 

k-i 

o 

■TD 

G 

G 

CO 

o 

G 



03 ,G 

05 

2 
o 

CO 



CO 

*o 

G 



G 

v_ 

O 

Vh 

< 

G 




30 




>;ST COPY AVAILABLE 




1 



CJ 



© 



"O 

§ 



C 3 

© s 



& 

a 

© 

© 



§ 

j3 



f 

Co 



-s 

■JU 



I 




<c 


cd 


CO 

CO 


4-4 

cd 




TD 

© 


© 

1-4 

T© 


G 

E 


G 


no 




© 


* fd 


cd 


© 


-G 

E— 


G 


© 


4-4 

cd 



© 

e 



3 cr> 



c 

o 



TZ 5 

G 



o 

co 

G 

© 

© 

'TD 

©" 

c 

•a 



CTi 


S- 

© 


IS 


© 


© 


■a 


G 

© 


CO 

G 


© 
( — 1 


on 


E 


-Q 




G 


G 


cd 


*co 


'"O 


© 


© 


© 

© 

cd 

CL 


G 

© 

G 


1— 

1 

© 


© 

co 


G 

© 


c/T 

© 


E 

s-. 


J© 

G 

CO 


t 


*cL 

© 

4—> 


.© 

© 

?— 


T3 

s 




© 


G 


co" 


JG 

CO 

© 

© 

5— 


& 

_© 

’ sc 


© 

i 

G 

-o 


s 

*G 

© 

*C 


'© 


cd 


© 


CL 




75 O 



G 

*c3 


u 

*© 


>p> 


1 




4-4 

G 

© 


a 


j— 

4-4 

© 

4—> 


JG 

4-4 

_G 

4-4 


3 

© 


-G 

-G 

4—» 


© 

G 

*E 


TD 

G 

© 


H 

n© 


E 


5 


JG 

4-4 


G 

© 




i i > 
© 


G 

G 


cd 


CO 


r 




© 


**o 


© 


on 

© 


© 

© 


E 

© 

Sh 


CO 

CO 

CO 




© 


DC 

© 


S-i 

CL 

cd 

T3 

© 


'© 

F &* 

G 

4 — 1 


(4—1 

4—» 

G 

s 

on 


v-jT 

G 

cd 

-G 

4-4 


CO 

© 

© 

(w 

■© 


a 

T3 

G 

cd 

CO 


JG 
E— 
n© 
© 
-*— i 


!— i 
© 
© 


CO 

© 


cd 


© 
&— « 




© 

JG 


G 

© 


G 

O 


s 


j© 

n© 


© 

E^ 


a 

CO 


© 

1-4 

G 


© 

4-4 


■a 

o 

CO 

cd 


Jd 

© 


© 

TD 

G 

G 

Uu 


4 S 

G 

© 


.E 

4-4 

J-4 

cd 

CL 


JG 

CJ> 

(4—1 

© 


G 

O 

X 3 


© 

G 

*E 


jG 

4-4 

G 

g. 


E 

s— 

© 

© 

CL 


tg 

G 

pa 


G 

© 

% 


© 

G 

G 

a 


‘c 

G 

on 

t— 

© 



CO 

JD 

© 

1-4 

’© 



© 

© 

E 

o 



© 

c 

G 



CO 

o 



CL rq 
© to 

G © 

-G -G 



© 
•4— » 

g 

CD 

CJ> 



CO 

CD 



-O 

G 

CL 

G 

o 

c 

0 

*X 3 

g 

CO 

f— 

1 
8 
O 
T 3 
G 
*© 



© 

C 



s 

e 

3 



Co 



•a 

Co 



c; 

a 

i 

s 

£ 

a 




E 

G 

N-. 

on 

O 



© 

G 



*< 

E>^ 

CTi 

o^> 



c -£ 



© 


© 


i 

4-4 


!— 4 


n© 


S-4 


<4—1 


G 


G 


-© 


© 


CL 


© 


CL 


© 


G 

i— 


© 

-o 


B 


G 

CL 


.E 


_G 

4-4 


© 

CO 


G 

G 





o 

co 

co 

© 

© 

© 



© 

JG 



c 

© 

O 



cd 

© 

4-4 

CO 

G 

cd 

4-4 

c 

© 

E 

4—) 

E 

E 

© 

© 

© 

jg 

4— » 

c 

© 

© 

JD 



cd 

O 

JC 

& 

O 

co 

'■% 

cd 

CD 

CO 

1-4 

© 

'O 

cd 



c 

© 

E 

J> 

1 



© 

T 3 

■g 

i— 

CL 

O 



d 

CL 



2 s 



E 

E 

© 

© 

~a 

c 

cd 



& s . & 
g- <P 

s 



© 



© 



on 
G 

VO © 
•G -G 



cd 

CL 



1 



© 

© 

cd 

G 

© 

CO 

© 



© 

-S’ 



on 

G 



© 

© 

s- x: 

© LG © 

e IS Cl 
cd '© g 
~G S £> 

C uV CL 
© © O 

. r tzj co 
*E C ^ 

© © 04 

CL ‘ ' ( — 1 

g -a g 

G G r— ; 

co cd 4— > 



cd 

G 

c r 

^co 

"cd 



-3 



© 

JG 

4-4 

© 


cO 

© 


on 

E 

a 
/ ■< 


£ 

G* 

G 


on 

o 

i— 

CL 

© 


© 

on 

E 


T© 

G 

G 


© 

i— 


U-4 

G 

4-4 

CO 


GD 


G 

on 

JO 


G 

G 

4—» 


© 

G 

5 — 

© 


o 

-a* 

G 


1— I 

© 

-a 

G 

PD 


G 

G 


G 

'”3 

G 

© 


CO 

1-4 

© 

~a 

G 


Cl 


GO 




G 


© 


G 


© 

£ 




O 

co 


G 

a- 


on 

G 


1-4 

© 

4-4 


© 


G 


© 


*© 




co 


c 

CO 

4-4 

© 


G 

E 

E 


© 

1-4 

C 


*.© 

i— 

G 

CL 


’© 

on 

G 

© 


<2 

© 


(D 

’© 


© 

CJ> 


G 


4-4 

G 


G 

G 


-o 

© 


1-4 


G 


"© 


-a 


c/T 


G 


CL 


i— 


i— 


G 


© 


on 


© 


© 

-§ 


JG 

E 

G 


i— 

£ 


© 

'M 


E 

© 

'■o 



© 

©^ 

*o 

j— 

CL 

© 



ERjt 



«S 

J3 



3 

■£* 

s 

as 

§ 

50 



t 



O 

O 

§ 

b 

a 
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important changes to study circles, including impacts on elections, more 
equitable, inclusive newspaper coverage and changes in state laws. 
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Working to end racism by taking action 

0 In Springfield, Illinois, the city government agreed to change its hiring 
practices in the police and fire departments. Participants in the first 
round of study circles there had identified unfair practices in these two 
departments as a priority issue for the city to address. 
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discussing race relations with a group 2,000 people participated in four rounds 

of people from diverse racial and ethnic of study circles, from 1 998 until 2001 , 

backgrounds. most in work settings. Noting the 

difficulties that action groups faced in 
planning and carrying out their work, 
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